P/X-series Marker Review

Thank you for participating in our “Member Tested and Recommended Products Program.” The RAM 40X has been tested and recommended by the members of the National Tactical Officers Association. Your overall score was a 3.98. The NTOA Member Tested and Recommended logo may be used solely on the specific product that was tested. 

Attached with this letter is the Member Tested Logo which can be used on marketing pieces for this product and a copy of the reviews.  This review will soon be published in the Tactical Edge journal, the Member Tested Product Review Guide, and NTOA website. 

If your company is interested in advertising in this comprehensive review guide, please contact Corey Luby at coreyluby@ntoa.org.  Once again thank you for participating in this worthwhile program. 

REVIEWS:
 

APS Ram-USA
Ram 40X
Overall Score: 3.98
http://www.apsram-usa.com


TESTER
Tested by a police officer from Colorado
Design 3
Performance 1
Ease of Use 2
Size 
Quality 3
Durability 3
Storage 
Versatility 1
Convenience 1
Application 2
Comfort 5
Accuracy 1
Cleaning & Maintenance 2
Individual Score 2.18
I tested the pistol on two separate occasions. When I received the pistol I found a large bag of the .43 caliber paintballs had been placed under the pistol in the shipping box. This caused a number of them to break coating all the paintballs with paint. The first time I tried testing the marking pistol it was quickly contaminated with paint resulting in very poor accuracy and unreliable performance (not cycling the action, broken paintballs, etc.). So, to give the pistol a fair shake I later cleaned off the remaining paintballs and tried again. I had similar results.

I found that 1/3 to ½ of each 9 shot magazines resulted in broken paintballs coming out of the barrel. This occurred even after following the instructions and trying to adjust the CO2 pressure both down and up. The accuracy was horrible at just 7 yards. I might have group as tight as 4” with one magazine and another might be as large as 16”. The CO2 cartridge only lasted about 8 or 9 magazines (72-81 rounds). The magazine, action and barrel were quickly coated with paint further reducing the performance. 

I found the marking pistol to have similar dimensions and weight to a Glock model 17, including the mounting rails for a tactical light. The slide is painted blue and the barrel protrudes about ½” in orange so there is no mistaking it for a real firearm. It was easy to clean following the instructions in the manual. However, it doesn’t appear that the magazine can be disassembled and there are no recommendations on how to clean it. I simply placed it under a faucet and rinsed it with hot water. 

I had been excited to test this product as a less expensive alternative to Simunitions and/or actual paintballs guns. However, based on my experience with it I would not recommend it for purchase. The pistol is simply too unreliable and inaccurate to allow for effective training scenarios. 


TESTER
Tested by a police officer from Ohio
Design 5
Performance 5
Ease of Use 5
Size 
Quality 4
Durability 5
Storage 5
Versatility 5
Convenience 4
Application 5
Comfort 5
Accuracy 5
Cleaning & Maintenance 5
Individual Score 4.83
Our team has used similar handguns, but we found that the M40X RAM is a great training tool. In law enforcement officers have a saying that there is no substitute for realistic training. The M40X RAM (Real Action Marker) paintball gun provides you with one of the best tools to do just that. The RAM 40X is made just like a GLOCK, which is what our SRT team carries. It has the rails for the M3 light attachment, which works great. 

The M40X RAM is powered by a small CO2 cartridge that fits into the handle of the gun and the velocity is adjustable. One of the biggest concerns of law enforcement is cost. With the M40X RAM the advantage is that the cost is about half the price of similar systems. The projectile is also a low cost, which means you can train more, which could help safe officer’s lives. Again there is no substitute for realistic training, but with this system you can get close to it. 

I would recommend this to any department that wants to get the edge through realistic training. 

Cleaning the weapon is very easy. 

TESTER
Tested by a police officer from Florida
Design 5
Performance 5
Ease of Use 5
Size 5
Quality 5
Durability 5
Storage 5
Versatility 5
Convenience 4
Application 5
Comfort 5
Accuracy 5
Cleaning & Maintenance 5
Individual Score 4.92
The Ram 40X is a very interesting and exciting training aid. The weapon system is designed to look and function like a Glock 22. The frame of the weapon system, even has cut-out for an M-3 or M-6 light and laser systems. The slide of the model I tested was colored blue to distinguish it from a real Glock 22. The barrel of the system was painted orange to designate it as a training weapon. The system is powered by a disposable CO2 cylinder and shoots .43 caliber paint or rubber pellets. The system’s velocity can be adjusted. The system has a removable magazine that holds nine paint pellets. The pellets are fed by a spring. Loading the magazine is very easy. The magazine is loaded by pulling the spring back and dropping the pellets in the magazine. The magazine is considerably smaller than that of a real Glock 22, but it functions in the same manner. The system’s slide will even lock back when the magazine is empty. The slide locking to the rear and loading procedure add to the realism of the training experience. During the testing process, the weapon system operated without any major flaws. About 200 rounds were shot through the weapon. It was very accurate for CQB distances. At about 30-40 feet the weapon still came close to its mark. 

The Ram 40X was very durable throughout the testing procedure. The weapon was dropped a number of times. The weapon continued to function without any incident. The paint pellets became very soft after being left outside on a warm November day in Florida when the temperature rose to about 82 degrees. After the pellets were exposed to the heat (not direct sunlight) some of them had a hard time cycling through the weapon system. Some of the pellets broke up in the barrel, causing the subsequent round to break in the barrel. After cleaning, the weapon system worked flawlessly. This kind of incident could be avoided by making sure the paint pellets were kept in a cool and dry place, like a cooler, during the training scenario. 

I would recommend the weapon system for use in training scenarios. The trainer would have a dedicated weapon for training and not have to worry as much about live weapons coming into the training area. The paint pellets and rubber pellets are very reasonably priced compared to other marking cartridges. Limited amounts of pellets and the way the magazines load into the weapon system allow operators use the same tactics and training that they would employ in the real world.

